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  .......from page 7

Competition was intense in the 
golden years of the 1930s, with 
licences being sought for the 
most profitable sites like piers, 
promenades, beaches and 
swimming pools. 

Nobby, an ex- Royal Navy 
radar operator who turned his 
hand to photography in the 
postwar years, recalled huge 
crowds: ‘smudgers’ looked for 
young couples, families, and 
‘outings’ for a flow of customers; 
sometimes an assistant would 
blow a whistle so bathers or a 
crowd would be snapped, the 
photographer selling hundreds of 

pictures on good days. Gimmicks 
encouraged trade at quieter 
times, like having a parrot  sit 
on your shoulder, or a mock-up 
aeroplane  for ‘flying down to 
Rio’, or ‘face-holes’ for creating 
back drops like strong men and 
can-can girls. 

Charles Howell, at Blackpool 
beach, used to have a motorbike 
on which people could sit for 
their photo, a change from the 
customary donkey. We saw a 
picture of Colin with his sister 
in 1960s Blackpool, adding a 
personal touch to the slide show.

 By the 1970s people were 
more affluent, had their own 

cameras and could visit their 
local processing shops for ’one 
hour prints’. Then came animal 
rights, health & safety, and 
foreign holidays, so the traditional 
British seaside resorts declined. 
Now people have mobile phone 
digital cameras giving instant 
results, but if you do choose to 
use a real camera, try to avoid 
being arrested as a suspected 
terrorist: that’s 21st century 
progress for you…

Thanks to our knowledgeable 
speakers for their talks, and to 
Jem Kime for transport!

Jim Bickerton

More from Photographica 2009

Photos 
by

Roger 
Bradley
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Forthcoming Meetings & Fairs

North East Region

Saturday, June 6th, 1.00 - 4pm, Linthwaite, West Yorks
 

‘A Kodak Afternoon’
Phil Nightingale will lead the talks by sharing his enthusiasm for all things Kodak 

‘Show and Tell’ topic - a popular snapshot camera - Kodak if possible, but not essential!

Programme for 2009:
September 13th, 10.30 - 3.30pm, National Media Museum, Bradford

October 11th, 10.30 - 3pm, Boston Spa Village Hall (AGM)
 

For further details of events contact Ian Baxter

Southern Region Meetings

Hertland Group - June 14th

2.00 pm at Mead Hall, Mead Lane, Wheathamstead, Herts AL4 8BZ

Speakers Bob White & Derek Coils 
plus bring along your (interesting) acquisitions from Photographica and astound us.

Sales tables, raffle and refreshments

 
Lacock Village Hall - July 19th

10.00am (ish) at Lacock Village Hall, East Street, Laycock, Wilts, SN15 2LF

John Marriage - “The Tale of Three Gandolfis”  
Geoff Preece - “Metal Developing Tanks – A Collector’s View”  

John Rushton

plus Sales Tables and an opportunity to photograph this uniquely picturesque village 
or visit Lacock Abbey (National Trust).

Future Programme: 

September 27th - 12.00 noon at Wheathamstead 
Southern Region AGM – Speakers to include Ivor Matanle. 

November 22nd – 2.00 p.m. at Wheathamstead

A presentation by members of the Stereoscopic Society to include: 
	 “Bird Life” (feathered, we presume) 
	 “An unusual version of Handel’s Messiah” (yes, that’s right) 
	 “A Cathedral of Canals”

For further information contact  
Dave Chapman or Diana Balfour 
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SOUTH-WEST REGION PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2009
Ruishton Village Hall, Cheats Lane 

Near Taunton, Somerset

Sunday, June 14th 
AM: Sir Kenneth Corfield “Cameras of my own design and Exacta products of Ihagee.” 
PM: Peter McCluskey “My collection of prints”.

Sunday, September 13th 
AM: Tony Worobiec “Toning and colouring of prints,” followed by our AGM. 
PM: Tony Worobiec “Travels through the Oklahoma wastelands.”

Sunday, October 25th 
AM: Chris Biggs “Snapshots in time,” a slide presentation and collection of Kodak 
cameras. 
PM: Mike Birbeck, F.R.P.S. “Tyred photography” – a wheelchair-bound photographer 
lectures on his prints and some of his designs for camera adaptations for disabled 
photographers.

Sunday, November 29th 
AM: John Bjergfelt, L.R.P.S. “Using and collecting classic cameras.” 
PM: Douglas White “Collecting cameras – a personal view.”

Programme Secretary: Jonathan Hill

MIDLAND REGION MEETING 
SUNDAY 21st JUNE 2009 

WHATTON JUBILEE HALL,(NG13 9EL) Whatton(-in-the-Vale) Village 
just off A52 Nottingham/Grantham road approx 4 miles east of A52/A46 junction. 

Hall opens at 09.30 a.m. for setting up sales tables.

10.30:  Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks. 
10.35 Ian Baxter – Permutations on the classic Paxette - an illustrated talk on Braun 

Paxette – generally remembered as a very compact German 35mm camera often with 
interchangeable lenses – BUT there might be more, as Ian will no doubt explain.

11.30 (ish) Pat Rowley talks about “My camera repairing days” with additional reminiscences 
(revelations?) from his days as Dixon’s Service Manager.

After Lunch

 “SHOW and TELL” session, this time it  is any make or model of Roll Film Twin Lens Reflex.

Aim for a talk of about 5 minutes - you may be able to talk for longer if time permits. If you 
have samples of work produced on your chosen TLR then we shall be the more delighted!!

For the  “SHOOT & SHOW” presentation using an old camera from your collection why not try 
out that most recently acquired delectable and wow us with the results………..  Bring your shots 

AND the camera!  And don’t forget to plan for the Christmas “SHOOT & SHOW”.

Finally, THE JUNK AUCTION:  Andrzej Jablonski, our ‘resident auctioneer’ is probably willing to do 
the honours once again if we ask him very nicely, so bring along some REALLY  TEMPTING items

Further details:  David Woodrow  or Roger Cooper
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It doesn’t feel like photography, does it?

I would like to comment on the statement by Ed Trzoska “It doesn’t feel like photography, does it?” 
reported by Ivor Matanle in ‘A User’s Musings’ in the April ‘Tailboard’.

I am a comparative newcomer to digital photography, having had a digital video camera for four years 
and a still digital for two.  I bought the still camera because I felt that I could no longer let this technology 
pass me by.  I gave a lot of though to choosing the camera and decided that my priorities were: an optical 
viewfinder, wide angle capability equivalent to a 28mm lens on 35mm and power from ‘AA’ cells which are 
easily obtainable.  I bought a camera made by arguably the most experienced name in electronics with a 
lens by the best known optical house.  I had to compromise slightly with a 30 – 90 mm zoom range, but as I 
had worked for years with just a 30mm and 85mm lens on a 35mm SLR, I knew that it could do most of what 
I would be likely to use it for.  I now have a light camera which is no larger than my mobile telephone, and 
from which I get surprisingly good results.  One of my early pictures, of an ornate Victorian building near 
home, has been printed up to A3 size and has surprised me and others with its sharpness. 

So, why do I continue to take pictures on film.  Certainly nostalgia has something to do with it, though I no 
longer spend hours in the darkroom cutting film from bulk, loading it into cassettes, then after exposing it, 
developing and printing the results which gave me so much pleasure in years gone by. 

With the digital camera I tend to take snapshots rather than the carefully composed pictures that I still 
make with a 35mm camera.  As transparencies were, and still are my greatest interest, I try to fill the picture 
space whether using print or slide film and make every shot count, as I did in the days when film was a fairly 
expensive commodity.  For my serious work, I still use Pentax SLR’s, my favourite being the 30 plus years old 
KX which I use for slides.  This camera fits my somewhat large hands perfectly, with the controls in exactly 
the right places, though I do not find my later Pentaxes any less satisfactory.  

I do not get the feeling of having a serious tool in my hands when I use my digital camera, and am 
succumbing to composing on the screen as it is more accurate than the optical viewfinder.  With it I take a 
lot of casually shot pictures and print very few of them even though I have a good photo quality printer.

The technology embodied in my digital camera is amazing and it can give me excellent pictures within 
a few minutes of the button being pressed.  But it doesn’t feel like photography as it does not give me the 
thrill of anticipation which I used to get when seeing my pictures beginning to appear in the developing 
dish and still have today when waiting for my slides to be returned by post or when I call for my films from 
the local processor who makes an excellent job of my colour prints.

Yours sincerely, 
Ian Baxter (m2284)

Letters to the Editor

CLUB MEMBERS FREE ADVERTISEMENT COUPON 
Please print clearly in capital letters & include cosmetic & functional condition as listed

in Members Handbook, eg (5F) = average condition.  35 words maximum

Name____________________________________ Memb No____________ Tel _______________________

For Sale/Wanted/Misc __________________________

Send to :  David Gardner
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Classifieds
Display Advertisements :
Whole Page        £100
Half Page            £50
Quarter Page     £25
80x60mm box     £10
40x60mm box     £5

Please include full payment,  
cheques made payable to 
PCC International Ltd

Commercial advertisers please 
contact:  D. Balfour (Tailboard) 
5 Buntingford Road, 
Puckeridge, Ware, SG11 1RT

Members’ advertising please 
send to:  D. Gardner (Tailboard)
12 Ashleigh Avenue, Gleadless
Sheffield  S12 2RZ
david@gardner01.freeserve.co.uk

Classified Adverts
For Sale

Agfa - most of my Agfa 
collection.  12”x10” Kugler wood 
& brass camera.   
Roger Bradley (m2681)  

Assorted - Canon, Minolta SR, 
Nikon, Olympus, Pentax screw/
bayonet, Tamron  , Bronica ETRS, 
Leica M2/3,+M, MC and MR 
meters  plus others.  List from 
Wally Morley (m199).  

Books (hardback) - Amateur 
Photography, Percy Harris, 1935;  
Ilford Manuals of Photography 
1943, 47;  Photographers 
Handbook 1935; BJPA 1949, 50, 51 
and others.  Ken Myers (m1528) 

Collection:  Age & space dictate 
a serious cull of collection of 
rollfilm and 35mm cameras plus 
darkroom equipment.  10 Rolleis, 
other TLR’s, VPK’s & lesser-known 
folders, enlarging lenses.  Realistic 
prices!   David Packer (395).  

Gandolfi - major tripod & wooden 
camera case + literature. 
EP magic lantern wooden 
case 1890 + 52 slides, screen 
in wooden case. Gevaert 
manual of  photography 1938. 
Zenith cased enlarger, Olympic 
slr, lomo 35 boxed.   Kodak 
Kodascope 8 projector + cine 
books & magazines 1940`s-50`s. 
Meopta 8mm Admira 8f + case, 
manual, grip, close-up filter set, 
1961. Optex cine/cam `hands 
free` support new boxed. Ilford 
darkroom items & literature.  Ian 
DC Shephard (m1896) 

Kodak - 620 Duo, art-deco 
Tessar (4F) £35.  Range of Nikon 
accessories, filters, screens, tubes 
etc.  Nikon FE chrome f1.8 Nikkor, 
case (3E) £115. Peter DG Heald-
Gledhill (m1220)   

Canon, Nikon, Olympus, Pentax- 
literature, books, brochures, 
dealer promo info, magazines, 
importer adverts, etc.  Also 

Sunpak, Lowepro, Manfrotto 
items.  Sell/ trade send for list.  
(see Gandolfi ad)

Nikon - Nikon F with standard 
finder & 50mm f2 Nikkor H, light 
marks front plat otherwise 3E 
£240.  Nikon F90 + 28-135mm 
Sigma aspherical lens (3E) £120.  
Nikkor 105mm f2.5 (4E) £75, Nikkor 
50mm f2 non-AI (3F) £30, EL-Nikkor 
enlarging lens f2.8, keeper & box 
(2B) £45, lens hood for collapsible 
Elmar (3E) £25, 35mm f2.8 
Jupiter-12 (3E) £35.  AR Griffiths 
(m4353)  

Rollei - ERC (late) as new, model 
unknown £49.  Phone to discuss.  
John Cook (m1975)   

Wanted
Enlarger - OAP studying for 
national diploma in photography 
needs good quality enlarger 
complete with lens, neg holder, 
timer and transformer for 35/120 
film.  Other darkroom equipment 
too.  Donated or very cheap.  
Danielle Wilberforce-Eke (m4270) 

Kodak - Hold-all case for Retina 
11c/111c outfit, the earliest 
type, advertised by Kodak as 
the Universal case 1.  Ian Baxter 
(m2284)  

Leica - film leader trim template 
and cutter.  Ken Hookes (m3635)  

For Sale 
Mamiya RB67 body (3E), 250, 90, 50 & 37mm fisheye lenses, 6x7 RFHs, CdS Finder/Meter, Gelatin Filter Holder 
Plaubel Makina 67 with Nikkor 80mm f2.8 lens – (3G meter not working) Canon F1 body – (unused 1B) plus two 
more (3E), A1 black body (3E) FD 85mm f1.2F lens (unused 1B), 20mm, 50mm, 85mm, 100mm macro, 28-85mm 
& 70-210mm zooms, 300mm mirror reflex and lots of accessories including the rare Finder Illuminator F for F1.
Minox B 15mm f3.5 chrome (4E), EC 15mm f5.6 black (5J) plus accessories.
Minox Classic Replicas Leica IIIf and Rollieflex 2.8F (both 1B)

OUTDATED FILM:  120 size Fuji Daylight film in pro-packs of five:
(always stored in cool, dry place at never higher than 15 degrees C. Bought by pro-photographer.)

VELVIA FUJICHROME		  ISO 50		  dated JANUARY 2006		  10 X 5 rolls
ditto						      dated MARCH 2005		    1 X 5 rolls 
ditto						      dated APRIL 2005	                1 X 5 rolls 
ditto						      dated JULY 2005		    2 X 5 rolls
FUJI PROVIA 100F		  ISO 100	 dated NOVEMBER 2005	   4 X 5 rolls
FUJI PROVIA 400F		  ISO 400	 dated MAY 2005	                2 X 5 rolls

Offers invited for the lot!

For a full list of cameras for sale contact Keith Erskine
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CAMERA REPAIRS
Leica, Contax & their copies 
Retina, Voigtlander & Exacta 

Other makes, please ask 
  

Shutter blinds replaced  
Camera parts made to order

 
Quality work by a fellow

PCCGB Member

 

Tailboard
The Newsletter of the Photographic

Collectors’ Club of Great Britain

Editor :  David Gardner
12 Ashleigh Avenue, Gleadless 

Sheffield S12 2RZ

Tel: 0114 265 9096

email:  
david@gardner01.freeserve.co.uk

Comments & opinions expressed in 
Tailboard are not necessarily those 

of the Editor or the Club but of 
contributors & authors

Back Numbers and Reprints

Reprints of any article from Photographica World, and its •	
predecessor; any issue from No 1 (May 1977) to date.   
Reprints can be delivered electronically or as paper 
copies.  For index of articles see www.pccgb.com

Instruction Book - copies of a wide variety of instruction •	
booklets.  

For details of the above or to order contact our Archivist, •	
Wally Morley 01684 594 526 or Email:  reprints@pccgb.com

Back numbers of many issues of Photographica World •	
etc, including some very early ones, so if you have gaps 
in your collection we may well be able to help.  For details 
contact the Membership Office (details on back page).

Michael Pritchard’s new website for those who want to learn more about British 
Photographic history.  “The intention is to provide a participatory forum for news of 
events and happenings within the British photographic history community.“ http://
britishphotohistory.ning.com/



The Photographic Collectors’ Club International Ltd. - Registered in England No. 4861532
Registered Office:  5 Buntingford Road,  Puckeridge,  Ware,  SG11 1RT

Operating As The Photographic Collectors Club of Great Britain.
  Membership Office - Address as above  Tel 01920 821611

http://www.pccgb.com/

                                                  Next Tailboard 
Deadline for reports, classifieds etc -  July 15th      Publication - July 29th

Events Diary
Compiled by Wally Morley

The PCCGB does not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of information relating to any event listed.  
Members are advised to contact the Organiser prior to attending to ensure each event is still on and that 
there are still sufficient numbers of stalls (Some  events are very small)

Camera Fairs
 

June
13/14	 BIEVRES 
14	 GUILDFORD 
	 P. Levinson 
	
21	 PRESTON 
	 M. Haunch 
	
28	 SIDCUP 
	 P. Archer 
	

July 
4	 VOUTENAY SUR
	 CURE 89 France 
	 Y. Bouanchaud 
	
5	 BOSTON SPA
	 M. Haunch 
	
12	 DERBY 
	 M. Haunch 
	
19	 POTTERS BAR 
	 P. Levinson 
	

26	 MANCHESTER 
	 M. Haunch 
	

August
23	 WOLVERHAMPTON
	 R. Friend 
	
 
September
6	 LONDON 
	 Photograph Fair 
	 R. Meara 
	
6	 BOSTON SPA
       M. Haunch 
	
13	 BEACONSFIELD
	 P. Levinson 
	  
20	 COTTENHAM 
	 M. Collins 
	
27	 PRESTON 
	 M. Haunch 
	

Club Meetings 
All members are 
welcome at all events - 
bring a friend!

June
6	 LINTHWAITE 
	 I. Baxter 
	
14	 RUISHTON (Taunton) 
	 J. Hill 
	
14	 WHEATHAMPSTEAD 
	 D. Chapman 
	
16	 HALE BARNS 
	 J. Bickerton 
	
21	 WHATTON 
	 R. Cooper 
	  
21	 WEST KINGSDOWN 
	 D. Evans 
	  
July  
19	 LACOCK 
	 D. Chapman 

	
21	 HALE BARNS 
	 J. Bickerton 
	

August
2	 WEST KINGSDOWN
       D. Evans 
	
18	 HALE BARNS
    	 J. Bickerton 
	

September
13	 RUISHTON (Taunton) 
	 J. Hil			 
	
13	 BEACONSFIELD 
	 P. Levinson 
	
15	 HALE BARNS (AGM) 
	 J. Bickerton 
	
27	 WHEATHAMPSTEAD 
	 D. Chapman 
	

Photographic Collectors’ Club of Great Britain National Committee 2008-9
Chairman	 Roger Bradley	    
Treasurer	 David Balfour 	     
Secretary	 George Schoenmann 
Membership Secretary           Diana Balfour	     
Photographica Chair	 Vic Rumak	     	
Publications Manager            John Wade	     
Photographica World Editor  John Marriage	     
Postal Auction	 Chris Williams	     
Tailboard Editor            	 David Gardner	     

Regional Chairs:
Southern	 David Chapman	    
South West   	 Jonathan Hill	    
Midlands	 David Woodrow	    
North West  	 Jim Bickerton	    
North East	 Ian Baxter	    


