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Canon fodder

About two weeks ago, I came across another 
of those eBay auction pages which tell you almost 
nothing, although this one did at least say that it was 
selling a Canon FT, although there was no photograph.  
The uninformative way in which the page had been 
prepared could easily be interpreted as suspicious - 
and, with a few hours to go, there were no bids.  So I 
placed a bid and won the camera for £9.  

When it arrived, I was surprised to find that it was 
cosmetically decent, though a long way from mint, and 
that absolutely everything worked properly - the meter, 
the automatic diaphragm, the shutter, even the delay 
action.  The f/1.8 Canon FL was in really bright, clean 
unscratched condition and even had a Canon UV filter 
protecting it.  Inevitably, I put a film in it - a Fuji Superia 
100 of which I had already exposed half in another 
camera before I sold it.  The results were fine - correctly 
exposed, sharp and just as they should be.  You can see 
a couple of shots taken with it in the ‘Gallery’ section 
of the web site of which I am now editor - www.classic-
camera.net, where I have also uploaded one of the 

sheep-shearing 
pictures from the 
Yashica 124G.  

A few days later, 
rather pleased 
with my Canon 
FT, I managed to 
buy a 28mm f/3.5 
Canon FL for a 
total, including 
postage, of about 
£15.  Optically 
and mechanically 
excellent, it is 
cosmetically a bit 
worn, but is a sound 

and workable example of a really good wide angle 
lens.  For my money, that is a good deal.  There really 
are some impressive bargains to be had in these difficult 
times, especially if you are not hung up on mint condition 
and are not looking for rarities.  Real rarities are holding 
their value, even increasing in price, as people with the 
money to buy them look for investments that will yield 
a better return than a bank or building society in the 
medium term.

So can anyone tell me why a Nikkormat FTn, a very 
nice but exceedingly common 1960s SLR, makes twice 
the price of a rather less common Canon FT of at least 
equal, and I would say higher quality when sold on the 
auction sites?  It is indeed a puzzlement.

Ivor Matanle

museum and fishing lake.  After 
some shots with just the 80mm 
Yashinon, I fitted the Yashinon 
telephoto attachment and, 
pointing the camera at an 
angler by the lake whom I had 
just photographed, I viewed 
the scene with the telephoto 
attached.

The most obvious initial 
impression was that the 
attachment to the viewing 
lens caused some alarming 
vignetting on the focusing 
screen - not in itself a problem.  
The telephoto seems to be about 1.5x - 
about the equivalent of a 120mm lens 
on the 6x6cm transparency.

The results were surprisingly 
adequate, given the awful reputation 
of these attachment lenses, but 
decidedly average to anyone 
accustomed to using decent lenses 
of 6x6 professional SLRs.  There was no 
apparent vignetting, reasonably good 
detail and an overall impression of a 
pleasing picture.  In short, I enjoyed 
trying it out but would probably not 
use it in earnest.
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Advance Notice of Annual Gathering and AGM
To be held at The Three Swans Hotel, Market Harborough, LE16 7NJ 

Sunday 18th October 2009 at 10.30am

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

1. Open House 2- 6pm on Saturday, 17th October 
At 99 Coventry Road, Market Harborough, Tel: 01858 462 508. Roger and Danièle Bradley 
have once again been kind enough to invite members at their home for a chat and light 
refreshments. 

2. Evening Meal on Saturday, 17th October 
If you are staying on Saturday night, the traditional evening meal will he held in the Cygnet 
Room at The Three Swans Hotel, 7.30 for 8.00pm. The cost will be £21 per head.

3. Annual Gathering Sunday 18th October 
•	 10.30am Annual General Meeting (see below)

Presentations: 
•	 11.30am David Burder F.R.P.S. – “3D Magic” 
•	 2.00pm Gareth Davies – “Panoramic Photography”

Refreshments and sales tables; plus other events to be advised.

If you have any questions, or to book sales tables or places at the dinner please contact 
• for Saturday Roger Bradley • for Sunday, Diana Balfour 

AGM - PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1.  Minutes of last Meeting and Matters Arising 
2.  To adopt the Director’s Reports and Account 
3.  To adopt the Treasurer’s Recommendations regarding Subscription 
4.  To Elect/Re-elect the National Officers of the Club 
5.  Any other business

Should you wish to propose a motion or nominate a member for office you should notify 
the Membership Office, using the nomination form below if appropriate, (photocopies are 
acceptable) no later than 28th August. Alternatively, nominations for Regional Officers only 
may be sent to the appropriate Regional Secretary. Details of Nominees and the full text of 
reports and motions will be sent to you, with proxy voting forms, prior to the meeting. 

At this stage we expect all of the National Officers to be available for re-election.

PCC NATIONAL / REGIONAL COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM

MEMBERS NAME MEMBERSHIP NO. NOMINATED FOR 
NATIONAL/REGIONAL

NOMINATION 
ACCEPTANCE  
(NOMINEE MUST SIGN)

.................................. .................................. .................................. ..................................
NOMINATED BY MEMBERSHIP NO REGION SIGNATURE

..................................... ..................................... ..................................... .....................................
SECONDED BY MEMBERSHIP NO REGION SIGNATURE

.................................. .................................. .................................. ..................................

SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: PCC Int. Ltd. 5, Buntingford Road, Puckeridge, Ware, Herts, SG11 1RT
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Wilson Fellowship in Photographic History
De Montfort University is pleased to announce the availability of one Wilson Fellowship for 
its new MA in Photographic History and Practice. The Fellowship offers £5,000 toward the 
defrayal of tuition and other costs related to the MA, and is open to all students UK, EU and 
International. To apply for the Wilson Fellowship, please submit a piece of recent writing on 
photographic history no longer than 10,000 words, in English, to the Admissions Committee. For 
applications to the MA, please contact Student Recruitment at the Faculty of Art and Design 
at artanddesign@dmu.ac.uk or apply online at ukpass.ac.uk. For questions about the MA 
programme or the Wilson Fellowship please contact Programme Leader, Dr Kelley Wilder at: 
kwilder@dmu.ac.uk.

The MA in Photographic History and Practice is the first course of its kind in the UK. It lays the 
foundations for understanding the scope of photographic history and provides the tools to 
carry out the independent research in this larger context, working in particular from primary 
source material. In addition to our collaboration with the Wilson Centre for Photography 
Studies in London, we will work with the collections of the National Media Museum, Bradford, 
the Central Library, Birmingham, the British Library and private collections throughout Britain.

Students handle photographic material, learn analogue photographic processes, write history 
from objects in collections, compare historical photographic movements, and debate the 
canon of photographic history. They also learn about digital preservation and access issues 
through practical design projects involving Website and database design. 

Further modules will encourage independent thinking in theory and in history writing, introduce 
students to methodologies commonly encountered in photographic history, and set the 
students on a course for finding their own MA dissertation topic. Students receive expert 
advice on the thesis topic of their choosing, which is written in the summer months and 
submitted in September, one year after the course begins, in the case of full time study, or two 
years in the case of part-time.

For further details on the course and application process, please download a course brochure 
from http://kmd.dmu.ac.uk/kmd_photohistory_page/HOPP.pdf.

THE PROJECTION BOX
ESSAY AWARDS 2009-2010

Open to all, applications now welcomed

First Prize £250 (and publication in the journal ‘Early Popular Visual Culture’)

Books (value £100) as 2nd & 3rd prizes

The aims of this award, now in its third year, are to encourage new research and 
new thinking into any historical, artistic, or technical aspect of popular optical media 

to 1910, including early cinema: photography: panoramas & dioramas: the magic 
lantern: shadow theatre: optical philosophical toys, and to promote engaging, 

accessible, and imaginative work.

Essays, of 5000 to 8000 words, may be co-authored.

Although the judges welcome international submissions, all essays must be in English. 
Work must be the author’s own, and not previously published.

Deadline: 30 January 2010 
For further details, rules, and application form see the website:   

www.pbawards.co.uk <http://www.pbawards.co.uk/>
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Forthcoming Meetings & Fairs

North East Region

September 13th, 1.00 - 4pm, National Media Museum, Bradford
 

Classic Cameras:  
Colin Harding will introduce his new book and show us some of the rare instruments he 

has included in it.

A Requiem for Kodachrome:  
Ian Baxter will mark the passing of this iconic film with

an illustrated talk and material from the Museum archive

Show and Tell:  
Favourite cameras from the colour photography era

Next meeting:
October 11th, 10.30 - 3pm, Boston Spa Village Hall (AGM)

 
For further details of events contact Ian Baxter

Southern Region Meetings

September 27th - Southern Region AGM

12.00 noon at Mead Hall, Mead Lane, Wheathamstead, Herts AL4 8BZ

Speakers

Ivor Matanle – “Photographic Cock-ups” 
David Chapman – “Confessions of a Smudger”

Sales tables, raffle and refreshments

September 27th - Southern Region AGM 
2.00pm at Mead Hall, Mead Lane, Wheathamstead, Herts AL4 8BZ

A presentation by members of the Stereoscopic Society to include: 
“Bird Life” (feathered, we presume) 

“An unusual version of Handel’s Messiah” (yes, that’s right) 
“A Cathedral of Canals”

For further information contact  
Dave Chapman & Diana Balfour

Photographica 2010 will be on Sunday 16th May
All stalls were sold this year so to get the same table send your deposit  

(£10 for each table)
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SOUTH-WEST REGION PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2009
Ruishton Village Hall, Cheats Road 
Near Taunton, Somerset, TA3 5JD

Sunday, September 13th 
AM:	 Tony Worobiec “Toning and colouring of prints,” followed by our AGM. 
LUNCHTIME:  Photo-shoot, subject to be decided - bring all the kit, wholeplate to 16mm 
PM: Tony Worobiec “Travels through the Oklahoma wastelands.”

Sunday, October 25th 
AM: Chris Biggs “Snapshots in time,” a slide presentation and collection of Kodak 
cameras. 
PM: Mike Birbeck, F.R.P.S. “Tyred photography” – a wheelchair-bound photographer 
lectures on his prints and some of his designs for camera adaptations for disabled 
photographers.

Sunday, November 29th 
AM: John Bjergfelt, L.R.P.S. “Using and collecting classic cameras.” 
PM: Douglas White “Collecting cameras – a personal view.”

MIDLAND REGION MEETING
Annual General Meeting, Sunday 4th October 2009 

Village Hall, High Street, STUDLEY, Warks. B80 7HJ

Hall opens at 09.30 a.m. for setting up sales tables

Programme: 
10.30		  Conduct business of Annual General Meeting 
11.00		  Short break for refreshments 
11.15		  “A History of Photography - Influenced by Personal Experiences”, Roger Bradley 
12.15		  Lunch break 
1.15		  “My Experience with Cameras Since the Late 1940s” Marquis Snowdon 
2.00		  Show and Tell for any type and size of camera using obsolete rollfilm 
			   – ie anything OTHER than 120, 620, 127 or 35mm 
		  Shoot and Show, - the display boards will be available 
			   - don’t forget the competition at the Christmas meeting! 
3.00		  Junk Auction.  
3.30		  Final tour of sales tables, more chat and close meeting.

DIRECTIONS:  STUDLEY village hall is in the centre of Studley village. Turn right off the A435 at the 
roundabout at north end of village if coming from north (Birmingham) or left at the roundabout 
if coming from south (Alcester/Evesham) 
For further details contact: David Woodrow, or Roger Cooper, 

Camera Fair, South Kensington, London  
11am, Sunday 16th August 

St Stephens Church Hall, 48 Emperors Gate, SW7 4HJ (Gloucester Rd Tube)

Free Parking on Sundays (and no congestion charge) 
Mike Haunch
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CLUB MEMBERS FREE ADVERTISEMENT COUPON 
Please print clearly in capital letters & include cosmetic & functional condition as listed

in Members Handbook, eg (5F) = average condition.  35 words maximum

Name____________________________________ Memb No____________ Tel _______________________

For Sale/Wanted/Misc __________________________

Send to :  David Gardner

TALES FROM THE CAMERA SHOP  by John E. Lewis

Awash with Stardom
A couple accompanied by their two year-old daughter were interested in buying a cine camera. Like 

most proud parents they wanted to film their daughter’s childhood, and their budget was just £30.

After showing them a selection of 8mm cameras, the husband decided on a single-speed German 
Cima-D8 with a fixed focus f/2.8 lens which was just sixpence within budget. As I started to make out the 
bill he pointed to a similar model in the showcase and asked what it was. I explained that it was another 
version of the camera with four filming speeds plus a f/1.9 focusing lens, but it cost £10 more. Pondering 
for a moment he commented that it might make sense to go for the extra features.

His wife, who had been rather jovial up to now, put on a very pained expression and said loudly, “The 
cheaper camera will take the same pictures, so why waste money. You know I need a new washing 
machine.” I started to get vibes that family tensions might be brewing. “I think I’ll take the dearer 
one,” said the husband, only to be cut short by his spouse shouting, “It’s a ridiculous waste of money,” 
to which he calmly replied, “It’s alright, I know what I’m doing.”  Instantly the dear woman’s face 
reddened with rage and heading for the door she yelled, “my bloody washing machine’s clapped out 
and all you want to do is waste good money.”  The door was slammed with such force that expensive 
cameras rocked precariously on their glass shelves, and several display cards tumbled down.

“Sorry about that,” he said with great embarrassment, so I asked if he wanted a moment to go outside 
and speak to his wife. He didn’t, and promptly purchased the better camera and a roll of Kodachrome.

About ten days later the family returned; at least they were still together. Hubby had shot the first roll of 
film and asked if I could show it to them. After lacing the projector I switched the lamp on to see shots 
of their daughter riding her tricycle down the garden path. Then mother appeared hanging out the 
washing, which, I assumed, must have been done in her ‘clapped out’ machine. 

“Oh look at me,” she said excitedly, “I never thought I’d be a film star.” Her nylon overall and the 
profusion of hair curlers were hardly Marilyn Monroe, but no matter. The lady was overjoyed at seeing 
herself on the silver screen, and got even more excited with every frame. 

Much to my surprise, ‘ the film star’ came in two days later and asked for another roll of Kodachrome. 
“I’ve managed to save some money out of the housekeeping, and this is a surprise for my husband,” 
she said, quickly adding, “if he comes in you wont say anything, will you.” I assured her of discretion, 
amazed at this dramatic change of attitude compared to our first meeting. 

The couple became regular customers and soon bought a new projector. An unexpected promotion 
also meant that hubby forked out for that long awaited washing machine. Sadly her screen test in 
Hollywood came to nothing. Too many curlers, I suppose.
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Classifieds
Display Advertisements :
Whole Page        £100
Half Page            £50
Quarter Page     £25
80x60mm box     £10
40x60mm box     £5

Please include full payment,  
cheques made payable to 
PCC International Ltd

Commercial advertisers please 
contact:  D. Balfour 

Members’ advertising please 
send to:  D. Gardner

Classified Adverts
For Sale

Bronica - ETRS outfit, Canon FD 
and EOS film cameras and lenses, 
Minolta SR, Olympus, Pentax 
screw / bayonet , Leica M2/3 
users, MC, MR meters, Tamron 
lenses + adapters. Other assorted 
incl. binoculars.  Email for list  
Wally Morley 

Collection:  Age and space 
dictate a serious cull of collection 
of rollfilm and 35mm cameras plus 
darkroom equipment.   Realistic 
prices!   David Packer (395).   

Nikon - FM2 black (4E) £125, 35-
135mm f4.5 Nikkor (3E) £110, FE 
black 50mm f1.8 AIS Nikkor (4E & 
3E) £149.  Peter DG Heald-Gledhill 
(m1220)  

Nikon - Nikon F with standard 
finder & 50mm f2 Nikkor H, light 
marks front plat otherwise 3E 
£240.  Nikon F90 + 28-135mm 
Sigma aspherical lens (3E) £120.  
Nikkor 105mm f2.5 (4E) £75, Nikkor 
50mm f2 non-AI (3F) £30, EL-Nikkor 
enlarging lens f2.8, keeper & box 
(2B) £45, lens hood for collapsible 
Elmar (3E) £25, 35mm f2.8 
Jupiter-12 (3E) £35.  AR Griffiths 
(m4353)  

Rollei - ERC (late) as new, model 
unknown £49.  Phone to discuss.  
John Cook (m1975)   

Telephotography - rare book by 
TR Dallmeyer, 1899 “treatise on 
the construction, application 
of the telephotographic lens” 
148 pages, plates, diagrams (6, 
but most pages have pencil 
annotations).  Very rubbed 
corners) £50 + postage.  Phil 
Bennett (m2908)  

Wanted
Enlarger - OAP studying for 
national diploma in photography 
needs good quality enlarger 
complete with lens, neg holder, 
timer and transformer for 35/120 
film.  Other darkroom equipment 
too.  Donated or very cheap.  
Danielle Wilberforce-Eke (m4270)  

Gitzo - delayed action release, 
also other early delayed action/
self-timers.Peter J Hyde (m3373)  

Hassleblad - blinds for 2000FC, 
good condition blinds or a non-
working body with good blinds.   
A Towells (m312)   

Kodak - flash nipple for Kodak 
Stereo Camera.  Empty E10 
spool for Ensign Midget camera.  
Richard Howard (m4409)   

Norwood Director - exposure 
meter.   
Peter Davies (m1476)  

Sanderson - Top prices paid 
for any Sanderson cameras, 
enlargers or shutters. Parts 
required by several members.  
Cliff Bulcock (m3113)

Reflex cameras - early models 
from Vanneck, Miral, Dallmeyer 
etc.  Newman and Guardia 
cameras, catalogues etc, pre 
1914 BJ Almanacs.   
Don Baldwin (m869)   

For Sale 
Mamiya RB67 body (3E), 250, 90, 50 & 37mm fisheye lenses, 6x7 RFHs, CdS Finder/Meter, Gelatin Filter Holder 
Plaubel Makina 67 with Nikkor 80mm f2.8 lens – (3G meter not working) Canon F1 body – (unused 1B) plus two 
more (3E), A1 black body (3E) FD 85mm f1.2F lens (unused 1B), 20mm, 50mm, 85mm, 100mm macro, 28-85mm 
& 70-210mm zooms, 300mm mirror reflex and lots of accessories including the rare Finder Illuminator F for F1.
Minox B 15mm f3.5 chrome (4E), EC 15mm f5.6 black (5J) plus accessories.
Minox Classic Replicas Leica IIIf and Rollieflex 2.8F (both 1B)

OUTDATED FILM:  120 size Fuji Daylight film in pro-packs of five  (always stored in cool, dry place at never higher 
than 15 degrees C. Bought by pro-photographer.)  100 rolls, assorted, offers invited for the lot!

For a full list of cameras for sale contact Keith Erskine,

Guest Appearance:  the answers

The Film / year:  Alphaville (1965) 
The Actor:  Eddie Constantine 
The Character:  Lemmy Caution (was in numerous film adaptations) 
The Director: Jean Luc Goddard 
The camera he is using:  Agfa Iso Rapid 1F (1964 model, 1965 onwards had top shutter release)
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CAMERA REPAIRS
Leica, Contax & their copies 
Retina, Voigtlander & Exacta 

Other makes, please ask 
  

Shutter blinds replaced  
Camera parts made to order

 
Quality work by a fellow

PCCGB Member

 

Tailboard
The Newsletter of the Photographic

Collectors’ Club of Great Britain

Editor :  David Gardner
12 Ashleigh Avenue, Gleadless 

Sheffield S12 2RZ

Tel: 0114 265 9096

email:  
david@gardner01.freeserve.co.uk

Comments & opinions expressed in 
Tailboard are not necessarily those 

of the Editor or the Club but of 
contributors & authors

Back Numbers and Reprints

Reprints of any article from Photographica World, and its •	
predecessor; any issue from No 1 (May 1977) to date.   
Reprints can be delivered electronically or as paper 
copies.  For index of articles see www.pccgb.com

Instruction Book - copies of a wide variety of instruction •	
booklets.  

For details of the above or to order contact our Archivist, •	
Wally Morley

Back numbers of many issues of Photographica World •	
etc, including some very early ones, so if you have gaps 
in your collection we may well be able to help.  For details 
contact the Membership Office (details on back page).

CLUB MEETING CAR SHARING:   
Do you find travelling to meetings expensive, or you have no transport and want to attend meetings?

Then why not share the fuel cost with a fellow member and enjoy the journey and the meeting.   
Contact Wally Morley and he will try to match you with someone nearby. 

LIFT WANTED or OFFERING LIFTS? - send details to Wally Morley



The Photographic Collectors’ Club International Ltd. - Registered in England No. 4861532
Registered Office:  5 Buntingford Road,  Puckeridge,  Ware,  SG11 1RT

Operating As The Photographic Collectors Club of Great Britain.
  Membership Office - Address as above  Tel 01920 821611

http://www.pccgb.com/

                                                  Next Tailboard 
Deadline for reports, classifieds etc -  August 28th      Publication - September 16th

Events Diary
Compiled by Wally Morley

The PCCGB does not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of information relating to any event listed.  
Members are advised to contact the Organiser prior to attending to ensure each event is still on and that 
there are still sufficient numbers of stalls (Some  events are very small)

Camera Fairs
 
August
16	 SOUTH  
	 KENSINGTON
	 M. Haunch 
	

 23	 WOLVERHAMPTON
	 R. Friend 
	
 
September
6	 LONDON 
	 Photograph Fair 
	 R. Meara 
	
6	 BOSTON SPA
       M. Haunch 
	
13	 BEACONSFIELD
	 P. Levinson 
	  
20	 COTTENHAM 
	 M. Collins 
	

27	 PRESTON 
	 M. Haunch 
	

October
4	 SIDCUP 
	 P. Archer 
	
11	 GUILDFORD 
	 P. Levinson 
	
11   CARLISLE 
	 M. Haunch 
	
18	 MARKET  
	 HARBOROUGH 
	 (NAT AGM) 
18	 DERBY 
	 M. Haunch 
	
25	 BOSTON SPA 
	 M. Haunch 
	

November 
1	 FROME 
	 D. Chedgy 
	

Club Meetings 
All members are 
welcome at all events - 
bring a friend!

August
2	 WEST KINGSDOWN
       D. Evans 
	
18	 HALE BARNS
    	 J. Bickerton 
	

September
13	 RUISHTON (Taunton) 
	 J. Hil			 
	
13	 BEACONSFIELD 
	 P. Levinson 
	
13	 BRADFORD 
	 I. Baxter 
	
15	 HALE BARNS (AGM) 
	 J. Bickerton 
	
27	 WHEATHAMPSTEAD 
	 D. Chapman 

	

October
4	 STUDLEY (AGM) 
	 R. Cooper 
	  
11	 BOSTON SPA 
	 I. Baxter 
	  
18	 MARKET  
	 HARBOROUGH 
	 (NAT AGM)
20	 HALE BARNS 
	 J. Bickerton 
	  
25	 RUISHTON (Taunton) 
	 J. Hill   

November
1	 WEST KINGSDOWN 
	 D. Evans 
	
17	 HALE BARNS 
	 J. Bickerton 
	
22	 WHEATHAMPSTEAD 
	 D. Chapman
	

Photographic Collectors’ Club of Great Britain National Committee 2008-9
Chairman	 Roger Bradley	    
Treasurer	 David Balfour 	     
Secretary	 George Schoenmann 
Membership Secretary           Diana Balfour	     
Photographica Chair	 Vic Rumak	     	
Publications Manager            John Wade	     
Photographica World Editor  John Marriage	     
Postal Auction	 Chris Williams	     
Tailboard Editor            	 David Gardner	     

Regional Chairs:
Southern	 David Chapman	    
South West   	 Jonathan Hill	    
Midlands	 David Woodrow	    
North West  	 Jim Bickerton	    
North East	 Ian Baxter	    


